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P. J. Wiseman noted1 that the Genesis records were originally written on clay 
tablets in the usual manner of ancient Near Eastern records. If more than one 
tablet was necessary due to the length of the account, it was customary for the 
tablets to include the following elements: 

1. 	 Title for each series of tablets. 
2. 	 Catch-lines to keep the tablets in proper order.
3. 	 Colophon at the end of the writing—often including... 
4. 	 Name of the writer or owner of the tablet or tablet series.
5. 	 Date indicating when it was written.

Wiseman listed the following repetition of words and phrases in Genesis 
(catch-lines), which usually occur at the beginning and ending of a series of  
tablets in order to connect the tablets: 

	 1.1	 God created the heavens and the earth.
 	 2.4	 Lord God made earth and heaven.
 	 2.4	 When they were created
 	 5.2	 When they were created
 	 6.10	 Shem, Ham, and Japheth
	10.1	 Shem, Ham, and Japheth
	10.32	 After the Flood
	11.10	 After the Flood
	11.26	 Abram, Nahor, and Haran
	11.27	 Abram, Nahor, and Haran
	25.12	 Abraham’s son
	25.19	 Abraham’s son
	36.1	 Who is Edom
	36.8	 Who is Edom
	36.9	 Father of the Edomites (lit., father Edom)
	36.43	 Father of the Edomites (lit., father Edom)

Evidence of Tablets in the Text of Genesis

1Wiseman, P. J. Ancient Records and the 
Structure of Genesis. Nashville: T. Nelson 

Publishers, 1985 (pp. 79-80).  
Outline at right, “Literary Structure of the 
Pentateuch,” by M. Sperou, ncBc. Chart on 

next page, “Key to the Structure of Genesis,” 
by J. Sperou, ncBc. 

See chart, next page:  
“Key to the Structure of Genesis” 

Genesis 1-50

Universal  Genesis 1.1-11.27a
 Creation prologue  1.1-2.4a
 Adam narratives  2.4b-5.1a
 Noahic narratives  5.1b-11.27a
   (Noah and his sons)

Patriarchal  Genesis 11.27b-50.26
 Abraham narratives  11.27b-25.19a 
 Isaac and Jacob narratives  25.19b-37.2a
 Joseph narratives  37.2b-50.26

National: Israel  Exodus–Deuteronomy
 Exodus narratives   Exodus 1.1-18.27
 Sinai narratives   Exodus 19.1–Numbers 10.10
  (Laws)
 Wilderness narratives   Numbers 10.11-36.13
  (Book of Deuteronomy)

Literary Structure of the Pentateuch
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